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Welcome to the
University of
Pittsburgh!

We know how intimidating moving to a new city
can be, and we are here to help. We've surveyed
graduate students across the School of Medicine
and collected information on living and working
locations, landlord reviews, budgeting, and
transportation. We hope this will provide you with
everything you need to make the best decision for
your big move. Please feel free to reach out to the
First Year Ambassador or the BGSA with any
other questions you may have. We're so excited to
see you around the city soon!
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Survey Information

The information presented in this packet was taken from BGSA
students who participated in a voluntary survey in January
2025. Here are the demographics of survey participants.




Apartment Types and
Roommates

Most of our students live in apartments, and 53.6% have
roommates.

Reasons for Roommate(s)

| prefer to live with
roommate(s) for camaraderie
during grad school:

| live with roommate(s) to
keep housing costs down:

| live with my
partner or spouse:

0,
28% 19% 30%

.Yes .No .Yes .No .Yes .No




Landlords

Here is a sampling of landlords and companies used by our students.
Some students prefer a company and some prefer a private owner.

Resources for apartment hunting include:

https://www.zillow.com/

https://www.apartments.com/

https://www.hotpads.com/
https://www.apartmentfinder.com/Pennsylvania/Pittsburgh-Apartments
https://www.trulia.com/for_rent/Pittsburgh,PA/

Checking local Facebook pages can also help you find private owners looking for a

renter. Some include “Pittsburgh Housing/Sublet/Rentals”, "University of Pittsburgh
(PITT) Housing, Sublets & Roommates”, and “University of Pittsburgh PITT & CMU

Housing Subleases Roommates Apartments”.



https://www.apartments.com/
https://www.apartments.com/
https://hotpads.com/
https://www.apartmentfinder.com/Pennsylvania/Pittsburgh-Apartments
https://www.trulia.com/for_rent/Pittsburgh%2CPA/

Landlords
)
AN

Student Reviews

*Keep in mind these are just the thoughts of individual students

O

McQuarters Realty- Walnut Capitol- Meyers Management-
"They are very "do not contain AC or

"large maintenance and
building staff, so repairs 0Organized and keep the  dishwasher/garbage

are quick and easy." bUIIdlng well diSposaI. Maintainence
maintained." is OK but slow."

) Lo LG mERT- Forbes Management- = Ralph Hoffman- "Very
certain buildings were "Quick response on sweet old man who is
poorly litand often had maintenance requests, e€asy toreach and quick
issues like the elevator good condition of to fix any maintenance
breaking. Maintenance apartmentS, but a ||tt|e ISSUES. Dld not raise my
took awhile to respond.” Ve " rent during my lease

p more expensive. emEEl "

Mozart Management-
"a bandaid solution kind of management company. They respond to things

relatively quickly but they are not always long term solutions."”




Pittsburgh
Neighborhoods

Pittsburgh is home to various diverse neighborhoods
that each offer a unique living experience. The most
popular neighborhoods for our students will be
highlighted here.




Shadyside

Shadyside is a residential area known for its eclectic shopping
scene, with a mix of upscale boutiques, big name brand shops
and specialty grocers, plus vintage, antiques and home decor
stores. The lively bar scene features late-night pubs, a popular
gay club and chilled craft beer spots, joined by tapas
restaurants, American eateries, noodle bars and brunch spots.




Oakland

Oakland is the academic and healthcare center of Pittsburgh
and one of the city's major cultural centers. The neighborhood
is home to three universities, museums, and hospitals, as well
as an abundance of shopping, restaurants, and recreational
activities. Thisis where Pitt’'s main campus is located, as well as
a majority of the first-year graduate classes and research labs.




Bloomfield & Garfield

Bloomfield, known as Pittsburgh’s Little Italy, is an diverse
neighborhood with a wide-ranging dining scene that includes
pizzerias and old-school Italian spots, as well as global eateries,
hip cafes and burger joints. Lively taverns host bands and DJs,
and classic dive bars buzz after dark. Garfield is more
residential and known for having 13 distinct flights of city steps
among its hills and parks.




Squirrel Hill

Squirrel Hill is a residential neighborhood, officially
divided into two, Squirrel Hill North and Squirrel Hill South.

Squirrel Hill features a cluster of indie clothing boutiques, chic
decor shops and bookstores. It also has a mix of Thai and Indian
eateries, pizza joints and delis on Forbes Avenue. This family
friendly neighborhood is filled with beautiful historic homes.




Southside

There is no shortage of bars on the South Side. East Carson is
Pittsburgh’s Bourbon Street, with all manner of watering holes
packed onto every block. Whether you're sipping elaborate
cocktails at the speakeasys or throwing back a pints of beer, or
hopping between the street’s many dives, the neighborhood
has your drinking needs covered.




Lawrenceville

Formerly an industrial neighborhood with a rich history,
Lawrenceville has transformed into a hub for innovation,
creativity and nightlife. This is a historic neighborhood that has
reinvented itself into a boho city center with a hyper creative
energy, and an edgy nightlife. Butler Street is lined with trendy
bars and restaurants, art galleries, antique shops and boutiques
and even a historic movie theater




Friendship

Friendship is a central neighborhood of large Victorian houses,
that isbordered by Eastliberty, Bloomfield, and Shadyside.

Though small, it still has a nice stretch of small businesses and
restaurants along Penn Avenue and it offers convenient travel

to work.




Highland Park & East
Liberty

The culturally diverse neighborhood of East Liberty today is undergoing a
monumental redevelopment effort. East Liberty is home to trendy restaurants
and community theaters. Highland Park is a quiet residential area dominated
by the vast, leafy park of the same name. The park is also home to the
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium. Dining options in the area include relaxed
bistros, cafes, and Thai and Italian restaurants.




Greenfield

Close to Pittsburgh’s most established neighborhoods, Greenfield is
drawing a new generation of homeowners with affordable housing and a
do-it-yourself ethic. The community is less pricey than many of its
neighboring enclaves, but just as convenient to their amenities, so first-
time homebuyers love it.




Regent Square &
Wilkinsburg

Regent Square is a charming tree-lined community, giving it a small town feel
with a city feeling. One of the best things going for Regent Square is Frick Park,
a favorite spot to walk dogs, hike on the many paths, and play in the soccer
fields and playgrounds. The business district on Braddock Ave teems with foot
traffic and adds to the bustle of those making their way to coffee shops, cafés,

bakeries, and yoga studios.




Popular Student
Neighborhoods

Shadyside and Bloomfield and the two most popular living locations
for our students. Students from all cohorts choose to live here.




Budgeting

The different neighborhoods also differ in the amount they charge for rent.
Shown below is the rent for 1-bedroom apartments in each of the different
locations (square footage of the apartment was not accounted for). Box
shows the interquartile range, with the median shown by the vertical line.
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Budgeting

Rent takes up the majority of students' budgets, but typically students still
find they can put a bit of money into their savings. Shown here is the budget
of a single student over the course of a year (May 2021 to April 2022). This
student lived alone in a 1-bedroom apartment in Shadyside.




Budgeting

Some of the other biggest expenses are utilities and groceries. These graphs
show how much students estimate to be spending in these categories in the
past year.
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Transportation

Another important factor to consider when picking a neighborhood is the
commute to lab that will be required. Most labs that students will choose to
work in are located in Oakland, which includes the Biomedical Science
Towers (BSTs), Scaife Hall, the School of Public Health, the Murdoch
Building, Langley Hall, and Magee-Womens Research Institute. Lawrenceville
is home to the Rangos Research Center at UPMC Children's Hospital. South
Oakland houses Bridgeside Point 1 and Bridgeside Point 2 at Technology
Drive. Finally, Shadyside is home to both The Assembly Building and the
Hillman Cancer Center. Here is the correlation of neighborhoods and lab
locations.




Transportation

Despite being spread out across many neighborhoods, most students use
public transportation to get to work. Buses are free with your Pitt student ID.
More bus information can be found at https://www.rideprt.org/. Note that
Pittsburgh Regional Transit (PRT) was formerly known as Port Authority
Transit (PAT). The most popular app for navigating the PRT is the Transit App (icon
pictured here).

Pitt and UPMC also offer their own shuttle services that students can utilize.
(https://www.pc.pitt.edu/buses-shuttles and
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/upmc-shuttle/id1144986226).

Additionally, bikes are available for rent throughout the city and rides less
than 30 minutes are free for Pitt students (https://move-pgh.com/).

About half of our students own cars, although students don't commonly use
cars for their work commute, as it is difficult and costly to park on campus.
Cars can be helpful for weekends or for running errands like grocery
shopping.



https://www.rideprt.org/
https://www.pc.pitt.edu/buses-shuttles
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/upmc-shuttle/id1144986226
https://move-pgh.com/

Lab Locations

Oakland
Labs:

Biomedical Science Towers (BSTSs),
Scaife Hall, the School of Public
Health, the Murdoch Building,
Langley Hall, and Magee-Womens
Research Institute.

Pros:
Majority of labs are here, so there
Isa community feel.

Easy access to resource centers

such as FLOW or microscopes.
Most classes are held here, soyou
can save on travel time.
Most bus lines pass through
Oakland, making it convenient.
Forbes Ave has many lunch and
happy hour options.

Buslines:
58, 54, 61A, 61B, 61C, 61D, 67, 69,
81, 83, 71A, 71B, 71C, 71D, 75, 93, P3




Lab Locations

Cons:
Commute to Oakland for class

can be time consuming.

Bus Lines:
64, 54,93, 88, 87, 86




Lab Locations

South Oakland

Labs: Bridgeside Point 1and
Bridgeside Point 2 at Technology
Drive.

[
Pros:
+ Beautiful river views and a lot of
outside space to enjoy.
Large, open concept labs

Buslines:
56,57, 58




Lab Locations

Cons:
Commute to Oakland for classes

can be time consuming.
Shadyside buses get very
crowded, especially when
undergrads are in school.

Bus Lines:
54, 64, 71A, 71C, 83




Conclusions

We hope this packet was useful to you as you transition into graduate school
at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. If you have any other
questions or want more specific information, please reach out to the First Year
Ambassador, the BGSA executive board, and they will help you get in touch
with the proper resources.

You can contact the BGSA at: bgsa@pitt.edu.

Thank you to all of the BGSA students that filled out the survey used to
make this packet.

Thank you to the 2019-2020 BGSA Executive Board and First Year
Ambassador who authored the first version of this housing packet. Their
descriptions of the neighborhoods and lab locations have been retained in
this packet.

Thank you to Claire Weckerly, who contributed greatly to the current
template and contents of this housing packet.

Thank you to Alex VanHelene who made this year’s housing packet.
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